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TAGS: CPRSIS 

SUBJECT: RUSSIAN ECCLESIASTICAL MISSION’S PROPERTY CLAIMS 
IN JERUSALEM AND BEIT JALA 

REF: (A) JERUSALEM 665, (B) TEL AVIV A-50 

1 . FATHER ANTHONY GRABBE OF RUSSIAN ECCLESIASTICAL MISSION 
(REM) HAS ASKED THAT WE APPROACH MFA ONCE AGAIN FOR REPORT 
ON STATUS OF REM COURT CASES PERTAINING TO CAPTIONED 
PROPERTIES. 

2. GRABBE CONTENDED THAT DISTRICT COURT ORDER OF MARCH 1974 
REQUIRING REM TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF LEGAL INCORPORATION 
UNDER OTTOMAN LAW, AND THE SUPREME COURT FINDING OF APRIL 
14, 1977 THAT THE REM HAD NOT SUBMITTED SUCH EVIDENCE, WERE 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND CONTRARY TO GOOD LEGAL PROCEDURE. 
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3. GRABBE SAID THAT DISTRICT COURT ASKED FOR EVIDENCE OF 
REM'S LEGAL STANDING ONLY AFTER CASE HAD BEEN BEFORE COURT 
FOR TWO OR THREE YEARS. 

4. REM PLANS TO APPEAL APRIL 14 DECISION TO 5 JUDGE COURT 
(SUPREME COURT SITTING AS COURT OF APPEALS) AND ASKS THAT 
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DEPARTMENT ASK MFA TO LOOK INTO MATTER OF REM'S HAVING TO 
PROVE THAT IT IS A LEGAL PERSON. 

5. GRABBE ALSO RAISED REM CLAIM TO RAS PROPERTY IN BEIT 
JALA WHICH, ACCORDING TO GRABBE, HAS BEEN TAKEN OVER BY 
MILGOV AUTHORITIES. THEY IN TURN HAVE LEASED PROPERTY TO 
SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATURE FOR PAST SIX YEARS. 

REM HAS CLAIMED THAT IT SHOULD RECEIVE ANY RENTS COLLECTED 
ON THIS PROPERTY. LETTER OF MAY 27 TO COMMANDER OF MILGOV 
HEADQUARTERS AT BEIT EIL FROM REM S LAWYER (A COPY OF WHICH 
WAS SUPPLIED TO DEPARTMENT BY GRABBE) STATES THAT UNLESS 
THERE IS SETTLEMENT ON RAS PROPERTY WITHIN ONE WEEK REM 
WILL REOPEN SUIT AGAINST ABOVE SOCIETY PRESENTLY PENDING 
BEFORE CIVIL COURT. 

6. WHILE WE HAVE GENERALLY REFRAINED FROM INTERPOSING 
OURSELVES IN THESE CASES, OTHER THAN TO EXPRESS HOPE FOR 
EARLY CONCLUSION OF PROCEEDINGS AND TO NOTE AMCITS' 
INTEREST IN THEM, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT ORDER OF DISTRICT 
COURT OF MARCH 1974 AND SUPREME COURT'S APRIL 1977 
DECISION UPHOLDING DISTRICT COURT ARE PROPER SUBJECT FOR 
INQUIRY ON OUR PART. 

7. REQUEST EMBASSY ASK MFA TO EXAMINE MATTER OF REM'S 
HAVING TO PROVE IT IS A LEGAL PERSON AND PROVIDE REPORT ON 
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THIS ASPECT OF CASE ALONG WITH GENERAL STATUS REPORT ON 
REM'S LEGAL ACTIONS BOTH IN JERUSALEM (RUSSIAN COMPOUND) 
AND BEIT JALA. VANCE 
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